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Accepted name: Dendrochilum ravanii Cootes Orchideen J. 17(3): 
114 (-115; figs). 2010 [15 Aug 2010] 
 
Subgenus – Platyclinis. 

 
Synonyms 
 
None 
 
Origin in the Wild 
 
Mindoro 
 
Elevation in the Wild 
 
800 metres 
 
Habitat in the Wild 
 
This species is found growing in the mountains of northern Mindoro. 
 
The Plants Description 
 
Pseudobulbs cluster on short rhizomes. Pseudobulbs are a narrowly ovate shape and 
measure 3.6 cm long and 8 mm in diameter. Leaves are petiolate; petioles measure 3 
cm long. Leaf blades are a lanceolate shape and have acute apices. Leaf blades measure 
11 cm long and 1.5 cm wide. Leaves are leathery and have a distinct rib along their 
lengths. The number of veins is not recorded. 
 
Inflorescences are synanthous. Peduncles are slightly curved and measure 12 cm long. 
Rachises are curved too pendent. Flowers alternate distichously and are spaced 2 mm 
apart. Flowers open from the proximal section of the rachises. 
 
Flowers are translucent green; labella are green and have brown blotches on the mid-
lobes. Dorsal sepals are a narrowly lanceolate shape and have acute apices. Dorsal 
sepals measure 4.5 mm long and 1.5 mm wide. Dorsal sepals have one distinct vein 
and entire margins. Lateral sepals are a narrowly lanceolate shape and have acute 
apices. Lateral sepals measure 5 mm long and 1.5 mm wide. Lateral sepals have one 
distinct vein and entire margins. Petals are a lanceolate shape and have acute apices. 
Petals measure 4.5 mm long and 1.8 mm wide. Petals have one distinct vein and entire 
margins. Labella are porrect and 3-lobed. Labella measure 3 mm long and 1.5 mm 
wide. Side lobes are an oblong shape and have mucronate apices (please note in one 
of Jim Cootes photos below, the apices are not mucronate). The mid-lobe is shaped 
ovate and has an acuminate apex. There is no record whether there are keels/calli or 
not. There is one distinct nerve on the mid-lobe. Columns are erect. The apical hood is 
stated as inconspicuous. Stelidia grow upwards from the top of the column and do not 
reach the column apex. 
 
Herbarium Specimens 
 
Holotype 
 
NSW 
 
Specimen NSW863058 
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Scent 
 
I could find no record. 
 
Flowering Season 
 
I could find no record. 
 
Cultivation  
 
I do not think this species is in cultivation outside of the Philippines. 
 
Similar Species 
 
Dendrochilum unicallosum 
 
Other Information 
 
Jim Cootes saw this species in a private collection of plants during his visit to Mindoro. 
 
Jim Cootes wrote that this species is similar to Dendrochilum unicallosum but differs by 
the floral segments and the distinct rib that runs on the outer surface of the tepals and 
the rib that runs along the upper surface of the labellum (Cootes 2010).  
 
To be truly sure that this species and Dendrochilum unicallosum are different, re-
examination of the holotype by a taxonomist is needed to clarify and establish whether 
there is ornamentation on the labellum or not and to determine the shape of the apical 
hood. The images and holotype are not clear and there is no illustration provided. 
 
The epithet honours Raven Schneider who is an orchid enthusiast in Mindoro. The 
original plant was found growing in his collection. 
 

 
This photo was taken by Jim Cootes and is used with permission, ©. 
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This photo was taken by Jim Cootes and is used with permission, ©. 

 

 Ames illustration of the holotype 
Of Dendrochilum unicallosum 
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The photos above were taken by Jim Cootes and are used with permission, ©. 
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